Albatross Nipper
Programme Overview SUCCESSFUL

SURF CLUB SERIES
The Albatross Nipper Programme is an inclusive surf I l
lifesaving initiative designed to integrate children with
disabilities into Nipper activities, fostering community,
inclusivity, and family cohesion.

Program Highlights
Origins and Purpose
¢ Inspiration: Developed to address the division families felt when children
with disabilities were unable to participate in traditional Nipper activities.
e Goal: Create an inclusive environment where all family members can
engage in surf lifesaving together.

Core Principles
¢ Integration: Participants with disabilities join standard Nipper activities,
ensuring inclusivity and a shared community experience.
e Community Building: Fosters collaboration and mutual support among all
members, regardless of ability.

Implementation and Support

Engagement with Local Organizations
e Partner with swimming clubs, little athletics, and specialized sports
organizations like the League Ability Rugby League and Titans on the Gold
Coast to expand reach and inclusivity.
e Leverage expertise from other organizations to adopt best practices.

Challenges Addressed
1.Risk Management: Simplified through specialized membership categories
and clear safety protocols.
2.Water Safety: One-on-one water safety support ensures participant
confidence and safety.
3.Volunteer Network: Strong and consistent volunteer support forms the
backbone of the program.
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Parental Communication

e Open Dialogue: Maintain transparent conversations to understand parent
needs and values.

e Streamlined Channels: Consolidate communication into a single,
standardized platform for efficiency.

Emotional and Cultural Impact

e State Titles Participation: Albatross Nippers marched at the Junior State
Titles, significantly boosting program visibility and creating a deeply
emotional experience for families.

e Recognition Events: Cap presentations and public acknowledgment
foster inclusion and pride among participants.

Accessibility Initiatives

Beach Access Pilot Project
e Overview: Gold Coast City Council initiative featuring blue matting and
beach wheelchairs accessible 24/7.
¢ Pilot Location: Burleigh, with lock boxes containing child and adult beach
wheelchairs, accessible via a QR code and waiver system.
¢ Future Goals: Expand accessibility across the Gold Coast, Queensland,
and Australia to encourage year-round participation in beach activities.

Outcomes and Future Plans

¢ Increased inclusivity and community connection among surf lifesaving
families.

e Greater visibility and support for individuals with disabilities in surf
lifesaving activities.

e Continuous efforts to expand the program and accessibility initiatives
nationwide.
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